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By LUKAS HAGLEY
THE PARTHENONLocal potters will unite for a good cause April 15. Huntington’s 13th an-nual Empty Bowls fundraiser will feature ceramic bowls handcrafted from commu-nity ceramic artists, Marshall University art majors and contributions from the Huntington Museum of Art. From 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., patrons are encouraged to browse the estimated 1000 pieces, on sale for $15 each. 
Benefitting the Facing Hunger Food-bank, the event also includes a light meal with each purchase of a bowl.“Statistically, one dollar equals six meals, so $15 per bowl could translate to 90 meals each,” said junior ceramics major Kelsie Tyson. “When you buy a bowl, we include soup and a breadstick. There are plenty of people who come every year and have a shelf-full of their collected bowls.”As far as the care and effort put into the items, Tyson said crafting the 
bowls is equally time-consuming as it is rewarding. “Ceramics in general is a very long process,” Tyson said. “After sculpting the bowl, you have to let it dry and trim the bottoms, then put in a kiln which can take up to 10 hours. The cool-down can take an additional 10 hours and then you 
glaze it and fire it again for another 20-hour process. Even if you’re experienced, it can take about four days to complete a single bowl.”Currently sitting at an estimated 700 bowls, the total number should reach the thousands by the time of the event. A collaboration between Marshall Uni-versity, the Keramos Potter’s Guild, the Huntington Museum of Art, Christian Associates, B’nai Sholom Congregation, Coca-Cola Inc. and several independent and business donations, Huntington Empty Bowls will be held in the sanctu-ary of First Presbyterian Church. 
Lukas Hagley can be contacted at 
hagley19@marshall.edu.
Art community rallies 
behind food bank
By AMANDA GIBSON
THE PARTHENONThe Assessment Day prize drawing was held Wednesday outside the Memorial Student Center and marked the conclusion of the annual spring assessment surveys. Students were able to participate in the sur-veys and enter their name into the prize drawing until April 12. Associate vice president for assessment and quality initiatives Mary Beth Reynolds said as-sessment never ends, but what they like to do in the spring is highlight university assessment ac-tivities with Assessment Day. Prizes included gift cards to the Marshall University Bookstore, gift cards to various res-taurants in the Memorial Student Center and iPad minis. Some prizes were dedicated to certain assess-ments and some prizes were university wide. 
Surveys students could participate in in-cluded senior assessments, the National Survey of Student Engagement, assessments in degree programs, Housing and Residence Life, advising, tutoring, core curriculum and assessments for 
various university offices. 
Reynolds said on their final list for the prize drawing there were over 5,000 student names, although students could enter their name more than once into the drawing by completing mul-tiple surveys. “I would just like to thank all of the students who participated in Assessment Day,” Reynolds said. “Because what I really want students to know is that we do pay attention to what they say, we do use the information to try to improve our programs and that when we put improvements into place we monitor those improvements.”
Amanda Gibson can be contacted at gib-
son269@marshall.edu.
By RYAN FISCHER 
THE PARTHENON John Mellencamp’s tour trig-gered a migration of fans from across the U.S. to land on Hunting-ton’s Fourth Avenue Wednesday.Dedication is the name of the game when it comes to fans who have followed musicians for as long as Mellencamp has been a superstar and the Mellenheads set the standard for this musi-cians entourage.“We both have his autograph tattooed on our bodies,” Mellen-head Christine Herndon said.Herndon, who traveled to the Midwest from California, received a new forearm tattoo on the night of the Keith Albee show reading “the crazy one” in Mellencamp’s handwriting.“It never gets old.” Herndon said. “It’s the same show every time and it never gets old. I mean he walks out on stage and the lights go down and that’s what its all about.” This stop on the tour is Herndon’s 192nd time seeing Mellencamp perform since be-coming a fan at 15 and the 80th of her local friend Jane Shawver. Shawver, a Mellenhead from Columbus, Ohio, said their group had just left a show from the Plain Spoken tour in Muncie, In-diana Tuesday night and they will travel to Wheeling, West Virginia 
for Mellencamp’s next show.The group met up through Mel-lencamp’s fan club, which still has members from across the U.S. that have maintained contact and tour regionally together.Radiology major Bethany Legge worked a shift a The Bo-dega while people crowded 4th Avenue, waiting for the Keith Al-bee’s doors to open.“A lot of people have been in here because of the show,” Legge said. The Bodega played host to an extra helping of customers while Mellencamp’s fans sought wine and beer to pair with the show. “I know my parents like him a lot,” Legge said. “I’ve heard his music and its good, I just don’t know enough about it to name off any songs.”Although Mellencamp drew a crowd to Huntington, Marshall students were far and few be-
tween in the flood of long time followers. Hurricane resident Stacey Dre-hobl said as natives of Indiana, she and her husband are “life-long” fans. “We’re in it for a little bit of ev-erything,” Drehobl said, “We’ve been fans since, well, forever.”
Ryan Fischer can be con-
tacted at fischer39@marshall.
edu.
MELLENHEADS INVADE HUNTINGTON
John Mellencamp fans line up Wednesday outside the Keith Albee Performing Arts Center on Fourth Avenue. Mellencamp came to Huntington 
on his Plain Spoken Tour, which will move on to Mount Pleasant, Michigan on its next stop. 
Winners chosen for Assessment Day survey drawing
Dr. Mary Beth Renyolds and Dr. Tim Melvin use a random number generator to determine the winners at the 
Assesment Day drawing Wednesday.
RYAN FISCHER | THE PARTHENON
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By AMANDA GIBSON
THE PARTHENONStudents learned about the effects of worldwide hunger at the Sophomore Spotlight event Wednesday in the Memorial Student Center. The Sophomore Spotlight event was hosted by Marshall’s sociology 375 class and Aca-demic Affairs. The goal of the event was to educate students 
on global inequality, specifi-cally poverty and hunger. The event was set up so when students arrived they received a ticket telling them what economic class they were in, whether upper, middle or lower. Students then sat in the section of the room that corre-sponded to their class. Students in the upper class sat at tables covered in table cloths, equipped with silver-ware, dishes and drinking glasses, at the front of the room. The middle class sat at empty tables in the middle of the room. The lower class 
sat on the floor among balled up newspapers and a make-shift cardboard shed, fenced off from the upper and middle classes, in the back of the room. Students were then fed a meal that corresponded with their economic class. 
This year was the first official Sophomore Spotlight event for the sociology 375 class, taught by associate professor of soci-ology Kristi Fondren. Fondren said her class orga-
nized the event specifically for sophomore students.“Because freshman have Week of Welcome and First Year Seminar and all these common experiences, juniors and seniors are in their major working on research and cap-stones and sophomores, there’s really nothing,” Fondren said.Fondren said her sociology class did most of the work in organizing the event and said it 
acts as the service learning part of her course. Fondren said the nice part about service learn-ing classes is the event and the content are integrated into the class. “It just reinforced what they were learning in class and now they can take that knowledge and teach somebody else,” Fon-dren said. There was a similar event to Sophomore Spotlight Fon-dren’s class organized last year and Fondren said they received great feedback from students at that event. Fondren said most students who attended last year were positively impacted. “They did not realize the amount, or how extreme, 
poverty and hunger were in the world,” Fondren said. “And 
doing it like this really made it real.”Sydney Swann-Burnett is a student in Fondren’s sociology class. Swann-Burnett said she took Fondren’s class because 
she came to the similar event last year and was really im-
pacted by it. “A lot of people have this un-derstanding of global hunger, but it’s not the right kind of un-derstanding,” Swann-Burnett said. “Because when we think 
about class and economy and whatnot, we’re thinking about 
it as more of from the U.S. per-spective, so we think of low class being people who can still eat. But as far as the whole world goes, low class is people who make less than $1,000 a 
year. Like, we don’t see global poverty where we live.”Social studies secondary education major Garrett May said he went to the Sophomore Spotlight lunch because he wanted to know what the event was about. May said he was a little dis-appointed he was put in the lower class, but thought the event was fun and educational. “I think a lot of people can take away a lot from this,” May said. “It was really good.”May said the event made a topic that is usually not very fun and made it a little more interesting. 
Amanda Gibson can be 
contacted at gibson269@
marshall.edu. 
They came hungry, but some didn’t leave full
SON  NGUYEN | THE PARTHENON
By NANCY PEYTON
THE PARTHENONVarious student ministries on cam-pus have been praying by the fountain at 12:20 p.m. every Thursday.Communication disorders major Zack Sturgill said this initially started as a one-time thing, but has continued because people have enjoyed coming together to glorify God.“Initially, it was just going to be a one-time thing,” Sturgill said. “We invited the other ministries to take part in this with us and we all came together and prayed. 
We probably had like 80 people the first time, which is amazing.”Sturgill said this is a great way for peo-ple to come together and join in prayer for the community and one another.“It’s just awesome, everybody coming together, praying for the campus, for each other,” Sturgill said.
Social work major Doug Smith said these prayers have been interesting to be a part of because the coming together of Christians despite their denominational background is so profound.
“The very first time that we did it, there were people just standing around the fountain, kind of just looking and star-ing,” Smith said. “By the time that we were done, so many of those people were in it. 
When we first started there were just a few, but by the end the circle was so much bigger. It’s giving people an opportunity to meet people who want to get closer to God.”Sturgill said that the energy from the Monday night services at InsideOut is 
what initially inspired the idea of the flash prayers. “We have had a total of, like, 10 healings take place over the course of the semester so far,” Sturgill said. “People didn’t know 
healing was something God can still do. They’ve gotten completely healed and it’s been incredible. People delivered from addiction, from things like homosexual-ity and drugs and it’s been amazing to see God work.”Sturgill emphasized these meetings give students the opportunity to show others they’re not just living out their faith in church.
“The reason the flash prayer is going to be so successful is because that same thing that we carry on Monday night car-
ries over in the flash prayer,” Sturgill said. “People can not only just have the oppor-tunity to pray for our campus so that they can be a witness to somebody else and show people that we all just live our faith out not just at church, but everywhere we go.”
Nancy Peyton can be contacted at 
peyton22@marshall.edu.
Prayer 
at the 
fountain 
unites  
campus 
ministries
By CARLI PLUTE
THE PARTHENONMarshall University’s WMUL FM is hosting the Ninth annual Hair from the Herd 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday at the Memorial Student Center Plaza. “We are really looking for-ward to this event,” said WMUL promotions director Cheyenne DeBolt. “We are excited about Paramount Beauty Academy coming to partner with us to provide free hair styles in ex-change for donations of at least eight inches of clean and dry hair.” Donations of hair are being taken as well as monetary do-nations for Children with Hair 
Loss, a nonprofit hair donation organization.Children with Hair Loss makes wigs for children free of charge.“We are hoping to have at least 20 donors,” DeBolt said. “In the past we have always had a good turn out.” 
Carli Plute can be contacted 
at plute@marshall.edu.
Students are seated according to the social class given to them for the Sophomore Spotlight Wednesday in the Memorial Student Center. 
WMUL to 
donate to 
charity in 
style
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By SEANNA ADCOX
ASSOCIATED PRESSLouisiana’s governor issued an ex-ecutive order Wednesday banning discrimination in state government based on sexual orientation and gen-der identity, and transgender people in South Carolina told state senators that a bill requiring them to use a public bath-room corresponding to their “biological sex” puts them in danger of harassment.The overwhelming majority of peo-ple at the Senate hearing opposed the measure, which mimics part of a North Carolina law signed last month that has brought a national backlash. No vote was taken.In Tennessee, 60 business leaders — including the CEOs of Williams-Sonoma, Airbnb, Alcoa, T-Mobile and Dow Chemi-cal — signed a letter asking lawmakers to kill similar legislation. The events 
seemed to unfold across the South al-
most simultaneously as the fight over LGBT rights raged on.The South Carolina bill introduced by Sen. Lee Bright would require multistall bathrooms on public property to be designated and used “based on biologi-
cal sex.” It specifically includes student bathrooms, locker rooms and showers in public schools. It would also bar local governments from requiring businesses to let transgender people use the bath-room of their choice.Bright said he’s had enough of toler-ance if that means “men who claim to be women” going into a bathroom with children.“I don’t believe transgender people are pedophiles,” the Republican said. “I think grown adult men would use this as protection to violate women in the restroom.”
U.S. Attorney Bill Nettles, who was in-vited to the hearing to discuss instances in South Carolina of transgender people verbally or physically assaulting some-
one, had a simple answer: “I can find none.”He declined to give any position on the bill, but when asked whether cur-rent laws protect people from being victimized, he said, “the state of South Carolina has laws to address assault and battery.”Dex Sexton, 17, of Blythewood, said people don’t undress openly in women’s restrooms, as stalls provide privacy. If the issue is fear of assault, he asked, then why are men who have abused little boys not forced to use a different bathroom?“It’s protections against sexual assault that stop them, not because they can’t use the men’s bathroom,” he said.
In Louisiana, the LGBT protection order signed by Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards prohibits state agencies, boards and contractors from harass-ment or discrimination based on race, religion, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, national origin, political affili-ation, disability or age. State contracts will be required to include a similar anti-discrimination provision.
Edwards, in office since January, also terminated a religious objections execu-tive order issued by former Republican Gov. Bobby Jindal last year. That “Mar-riage and Conscience” order from Jindal prohibited state agencies under the gov-ernor’s control from denying licenses, 
benefits, contracts or tax deductions to businesses and people that take actions because of a “religious belief that mar-riage is or should be recognized as the union of one man and one woman.”
“A lot of people have this understanding of 
global hunger, but it’s not the right kind of 
understanding.” 
— Sydney Swann-Burnett
Bathroom access for transgender people debated across South
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THE PARTHENON The success and prestige of the Marshall Univer-sity athletic program extends beyond the physical accomplishments on the field, court, track and pool. It also extends to classrooms, study halls and textbooks. Marshall athletics led Conference USA with 59 Commissioner’s Academic Medal winners for the 2015-16 school year, league commissioner Judy Ma-cLeod announced Wednesday.
The Commissioner’s Academic Medal is given to C-USA student athletes who achieve a cumulative GPA of 3.75 or better. The women’s soccer program led all the Mar-shall athletic programs with nine honorees, which included: Courtney Andrews, Kelly Culicerto, Brit-tany Entz, Peyton Miller, Jordan Parkhurst, Mary Schmeck, Erin Simmons, Julianna Smith and Jenna Zuzolo. The volleyball, swimming and diving and softball 
teams had the second most honorees with seven student-athletes apiece. The women’s track and field (5), women’s cross country (5), men’s soccer (4), baseball (3), men’s golf (3), tennis (3), men’s cross country (2) women’s basketball (2), men’s basketball (1) and women’s golf (1) teams were also represented. The University of North Texas was second in the conference with 49 honorees, while Middle Tennes-see State University was third with 46. Baseball Joey HernandezWade Martin Joshua Shapiro 
Men’s BasketballJacob Kilgore
Women’s BasketballLogan Fraley Madison Morris 
Men’s Cross Country Tony HayesWilliam Shaffer 
Women’s Cross CountryTaylor Craigo Amber Govey Jane Jensen Rachel Morris Alexandra Phares 
Men’s GolfAndy BottBen RoederAlex Weiss
Women’s GolfLauryn Davidson 
Men’s SoccerChristian Kershaw Austin KluehIan Lovern Trevor Starcher 
Women’s SoccerCourney AndrewsKelly Culicerto Brittany Entz Peyton MillerJordan Parkhurst Mary Schmeck Erin SimmonsJulianna Smith Jenna Zuzolo 
SoftballBriana Daiss Alexandria DawesHayden Ellis Abigail Estrada Samantha Loose Madison Marshall Cheyenne Meyer 
Women’s Swimming & 
DivingNele Albers Kate EtterAnna Lynch Madeline Schaffer Caroline Wanner Shir Wasserman Brittany Wilkerson 
Women’s TennisAnna Gulsrud Derya TurhanAnna Pomyatinskaya
Women’s Track & FieldAndrea Chidester Lauren George Heidi HeinigerSavannah KefferIsabelle Rogner 
VolleyballJustice Craft Ally KiekoverLauren LeggeTaylor RiedelJessica SayreKayla SimmonsCassie Weaver 
Marshall athletes honored for academic performance Academic 
Medal 
winners 
First baseman Briana Daiss eyes a pitch in a game earlier this season. Daiss recorded three RBIs in the first game of Wednesday’s doubleheader. SHANNON STOWERS|THE PARTHENON 
THE PARTHENON Marshall University softball won both games of a doubleheader Wednesday against Liberty University. 
The Herd (22-20, 6-6) won the first matchup, 10-5 and took the second game, 5-3. In game one, the Herd rediscovered its form at the plate after a tough offensive series against the Uni-versity of North Carolina at Charlotte. In the 10-run outing, the team totaled 12 hits for a team .387 bat-ting average. First baseman Briana Daiss led the offensive surge going 3-4 at the plate with three RBIs. Fresh-man Hayden Ellis also turned in a solid performance connecting for base hits on two her of four plate ap-pearances, including a two-run home run in the top 
of the fifth inning. Shortstop Elicia D’Orazio matched Ellis’ two hits and registered an RBI to go with three stolen bases. Marshall took an early lead with aggressive base 
running in the first inning as D’Orazio got on base with a single before stealing second, third and home. 
Left fielder Kaelynn Greene displayed similar speed on the base path moments later stealing second and third after drawing a walk. A wild pitch brought Greene home to give the Herd a 2-0 advantage. 
Liberty tied the game in the bottom half of the in-ning after hitting a two-run home run off of Herd starter Jordan Dixon. Marshall took the lead back in 
the following inning with a D’Orazio single scoring Ellis. The Herd continued to expand on the lead in the third after Diass hit a single to give Greene her second run of the game. Katalin Lucas added another run on a RBI bunt single. Liberty eventually cut the Herd lead to 6-4 heading 
into the fifth inning, but Ellis’ two-run bomb to left center pushed the margin back to four runs. Diass 
added her third and final RBI an inning later, while Raquel Escareno capped off the scoring in the seventh with a solo home run to center. 
Dixon benefited from the offensive explosion as she earned her 17th win of the season after pitching 6.2 innings and giving up four hits, four runs and striking out nine Liberty batters. 
The second game saw similar efficiency from the 
Herd at the plate despite significantly less run pro-
duction. The Herd bested its hit total from the first 
game as it connected for 13. Greene, D’Orazio and catcher Taylor McCord each recorded three hits to lead the Herd. 
On the mound, Brittanie Fowler picked up her first win of the season after pitching 3.1 innings and allow-ing just four hits and one earned run in a relief effort. Dixon started the contest and pitched 3.2 innings, giving up a pair of earned runs and four hits. McCord got the Herd an early lead in the top of the 
first with an RBI single up the middle that scored Greene. However, Liberty responded in the second with a pair of runs in the bottom half of the inning. The Greene, McCord tag team struck again in the Herd to tie the game at two runs apiece after McCord’s single scored Greene for the second time. Just an in-ning later, the Herd received a gift from Liberty when 
two fielding errors led to an unearned run from Ellis. 
Fowler held strong in the mound through the fifth inning and the Herd added two more runs in the sixth, when Madison Marshall slapped an RBI single to left 
before D’Orazio sent her home with a triple. Liberty added one more in the sixth, but the rally was shutdown and the Flames couldn’t muster any runs in the seventh. Marshall will remain on the road for its next game 4 p.m. Saturday when it takes on Florida Atlantic Uni-versity in Boca Raton, Florida. The game will be the 
first of a three-game series. 
By DANIELLE WRIGHT 
THE PARTHENON The Marshall University football program recently welcomed safety C.J. Reavis as a junior transfer. Reavis joined the Herd after being dismissed from Virginia Tech University for an unspecified violation following his freshman season and attending East Mississippi Community College last season. Saddled with a new program, coach and team-mates, Reavis said he is looking forward to improving his game during spring practices. “I just look forward building chemistry with my team, learning the playbook and just adjust to this new style of offense,” Reavis said. Coming from an Atlantic Coast Conference univer-sity, where Reavis was a projected starter heading into his sophomore campaign, Reavis may have high expectations among the Herd fan base, but Reavis said the game is the one thing that always remains constant. “The coaching is different and the plays are 
different, but it’s just football at the end of the day,” Reavis said. “I don’t think I will let the Marshall fans down.”Reavis said he does feel the pressure of the Mar-shall fans, but he said he enjoys pressure and it keeps him motivated. “This spring season is the best time to work on minor things I need to work on,” Reavis said. Reavis said specifically he has been working on finishing his plays and keeping his technique when he is fatigued. Reavis said his family is the biggest motivator in his effort to improve and work on his craft daily. Reavis will have the chance to display his improve-ment April 30 in the Marshall spring game, where he said he is anxious to put talents on display that aren’t just football related.  “I can’t wait to catch my first interception, and bust a dance move,” Reavis said. 
Danielle Wright can be contacted at 
Wright317@Marshall.edu
Marshall 
football’s 
Reavis looking 
to bounce 
back after 
fallout at 
Virginia Tech 
Herd offense comes to life in 
doubleheader against Liberty 
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The Charleston Gazette-Mail on the 
new U.S. Supreme Court nomineeAs the debate continues in Washington on whether the U.S. Senate should consider the nomination by President Obama of Merrick Garland for the U.S. Supreme Court, a re-view of the nominee's record on the federal bench shows he is no friend to job creators."When you look at Garland's record on the bench, there is no way that you can conclude that he is a moderate," said Gil White, state director of National Federation of Inde-pendent Businesses.Legal experts from the NFIB reviewed 228 cases that Gar-land ruled on during his time on the federal bench as judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit."This record demonstrates that Garland would over-whelmingly rule in favor of the government, unions, and environmental groups at the expense of small businesses," the NFIB reported.Garland ruled in favor of federal bureaucracies 77 percent of the time, while businesses that came before the judge lost 90 percent of the time, the NFIB reports."In labor cases, Garland agreed with federal agencies 79 percent of the time. Within that category, businesses lost 
95 percent of those cases. La-bor unions, in contrast, have an unbroken winning streak with Garland. They've won ev-ery single time."Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R.-Ky., has said the Senate won't con-sider an Obama Supreme Court nominee to replace 
deceased Justice Antonin Scalia, deferring to the next president to make the pick. Yet there is little historical precedent for such lack of action.The Senate should hold hearings and vote whether to confirm Garland to the Supreme Court. And based 
on the judge's preferential treatment of government at the expense of job creators, Garland should be rejected, sending the president a clear message that he needs to pick a nominee who, like Scalia, supports individual rights and the rule of law over unchecked government growth.
@MUParthenon
For the latest in campus news
WHERE WILL YOU BE 
WHEN SOMETHING 
HAPPENS ON CAMPUS? 
PROBABLY ON TWITTER.
Judge Merrick Garland, left, President Barack Obama’s choice to replace the late Justice Antonin Scalia on 
the Supreme Court, meets with Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, April 
13, 2016.
AP PHOTO | J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE
STATE EDITORIAL
People attending a speech by Vice President Joe Biden at the University of Pittsburgh, raise their hands and take a pledge with Biden against sexual 
abuse, Tuesday, April 5, in Pittsburgh. Biden spoke about raising awareness of sexual assault.
AP PHOTO | KEITH SRAKOCIC
Slut Walks are just the 
beginning to societal change
EDITORIAL
Slut: a word that has garnered a strong negative connotation and public uproar fol-
lowing 2011 when a Toronto police officer suggested to York University students to avoid rape, “women should avoid dressing like sluts.”
Why does someone’s outfit determine the 
justification of an act of sexual, physical and emotional violence? A woman wearing a snowsuit and a woman wearing a tube top and mini skirt deserve the same sexual stan-dard: respect and consent. Campuses across the country have since adopted the notion of SlutWalks to combat negative statements that suggest the cloth-ing women wear base a standard of their consent to sex. Programs and organizations on college campuses work to ensure a safe and trust-ing environment for students, but when 1 in every 5 women and one in every 16 men are sexually assaulted while in college and only 
less than 10 percent of victims report as-saults, the victims are in need of more help. SlutWalks are just a part of a large societal change that needs to occur to better the lives of victims and to ensure that sexual assault is not considered ordinary. Films like “The Hunting Ground,” expose the failure of col-lege administrations to adequately handle reports of sexual assaults. Most colleges and universities are re-quired to investigate and judge reports of sexual violence without the immediate in-volvement of law enforcement. This is a small piece of a fragile and broken system that is less capable of stopping and punish-ing perpetrators and subsequently further hurting victims. 
When the university finds campus perpe-trators guilty, punishment generally results in only expulsion, expressing the idea col-lege campuses are more lenient to the same serious and heinous crimes committed a 
foot off campus. Sexual assaults on campus should be treated to the fullest extent of the law to better protect students.The Rape, Incest and Abuse National Net-work wrote to the White House, “It would never occur to anyone to leave the adjudica-tion of a murder in the hands of a school’s internal judicial process. Why, then, is it not only common, but expected, for them to do so when it comes to sexual assault?” 
In the past five years, movements on college campuses, aided by social media campaigns, are working to change the connotation of the word “slut” while also advocating for sexual assault awareness and an end to slut shaming. Positive changes are being made, but rapes and reports of assault are still happening on university campuses.It is time to take away the security of lawful protection away from student perpetrators and put the safety and lawful protection in the rightful hands of the student victims. 
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Marshall Smashers offers friendly competition, community for gamers
By RYAN FISCHER
THE PARTHENON
A flurry of clicks and snaps 
controls the bracket on the 
second floor of Corbly Hall 
each Thursday as the Mar-
shall Smashers gather for an 
evening of intensive button 
mashing and super smashing.
Thirty-seven members 
brawled between Wii U and 
GameCube setups Thursday 
across displays ranging from 
sleek, flat widescreen sets to a 
13-inch pink box television.
Austin Davis, club president, 
said the two original students 
who started the club kept the 
organization close knit and 
between friends, but Davis 
sought to organize the game 
into something more open to 
the Marshall community.
“I’m definitely not taking 
credit for anything,” Davis said, 
“but we started passing out 
flyers, and getting a legitimate 
room, getting recognized by 
the University itself and getting 
funding and everything has just 
happened in the past semester, 
so its cool to see us transition.”
Nintendo’s Super Smash 
Brothers is at the heart of this 
gaming community, giving its 
members the chance to skill-
fully duke it out while in the 
skin of their preferred Nin-
tendo character, from king 
Bowser to queen Zelda.  
DeVan Sample, club officer, 
said the organization has faced 
little trouble becoming an offi-
cial club through the university. 
“This year when we got our 
officers in place we decided 
that we wanted to try and get 
funding so that we could get a 
broader audience to come in,” 
Sample said. 
The club has achieved the 
third largest membership 
among the groups affiliated 
with WV Smash, the state-level 
organization, despite having 
just seen its success take root 
in the past two years.
“We are a baby compared to 
a lot of people’s,” Cory McA-
tee, club officer, said. “What’s 
been really cool about us is that 
we’re super duper grassroots, 
like we built this basically up 
from nothing, but we’re super 
late to the party.”
Though Smash clubs have 
been popping up in larger 
cities since the early 2000s, 
WV Smash has just gained its 
footing in membership since 
initial meetings in 2014. 
The atmosphere is intense 
for people awaiting their match 
between the setups, with clear 
expressions of tense concen-
tration, calculated rapid finger 
movements, and a small crowd 
of onlookers garnishing every 
available surface. 
Freshman Chad Harga-
don awaited his matches 
between the lines of people 
at Thursday’s gathering as a 
semester-long veteran of the 
club’s meetings. 
“I’d first heard of it at like a 
tournament happening in Twin 
Towers West, with four and 
melee,” Hargadon said.
Hargadon said this was 
one of the first nights where 
the club leaders had not ran 
friendly matches alongside the 
tournament style setups.
Friendly matches are non-
consequential games in which 
the players can brawl at no 
stakes, with no ties to the 
bracket.
“This is like the first week I 
saw them not do that, they’re 
doing melee and doubles and 
just singles and four,” Harga-
don said.
Friendly matches also take 
place during the first 30 min-
utes while members gather 
and pair up and toward the 
end of each Thursday night 
when fewer and fewer setups 
are needed to sustain the re-
maining brackets. 
“I prefer to do more friend-
lies just because I’m not that 
good at it, but if there’s a 
bracket I’ll play on it sure,” 
Hargadon said.
Van said those apprehen-
sive of the competition can 
take comfort in the commu-
nity aspect of the group, and 
that the club offers friendly 
support to those who want to 
get better or individuals who 
are just jumping into the pit 
for fun. 
“We don’t bite,” Van said. 
“You can come, you can play; 
you will not have to lose all of 
your money or anything. Hon-
estly, we just enjoy talking to 
new people, meeting new peo-
ple, making new friends, and 
trying to see another possible 
way to play a video game.”
Ryan Fischer can be 
contacted at fischer39@
marshall.edu.
RYAN FISCHER | THE PARTHENON
Club members play rounds of competetive doubles at at Marshall Smashers in Corbly Hall, April 7. 
JEAN TARBETT HARDIMAN 
THE HERALD-DISPATCH
When Kat Williams was 
growing up in a working-class 
family in Louisville, Kentucky, 
she didn’t always get it right. 
Her clothes weren’t right. The 
character on her lunchbox 
wasn’t right. And, struggling 
through school with undiag-
nosed dyslexia, her schoolwork 
certainly wasn’t right.
But there was one place 
where she was always spot-on: 
At shortstop on the baseball 
diamond.
“The only place in the whole 
world where I felt confident 
was at shortstop,” said Wil-
liams, a women’s history 
professor at Marshall Univer-
sity. “I was good. I knew I was 
good. I played with the boys and 
was often the person choosing 
the teams. They would look to 
me. That was the place for me, 
and it was a savior. It kept me 
moving forward.”
That confidence that Wil-
liams came to understand some 
50 years ago playing baseball in 
the streets was what made her 
think maybe she should try col-
lege, even if she did struggle in 
school, and maybe she could 
become a teacher to help young 
people with challenges of their 
own.
Williams thinks the confi-
dence learned through sports 
— particularly women in 
sports, who have long been 
overshadowed by their male 
counterparts — is something 
to celebrate.
And she’s just wrapped 
up 10 years of research and 
writing to celebrate those 
achievements in a book which 
will be published later this year 
by McFarland Publishing.
Titled “Life After the League,” 
the book focuses on women 
who played in the All Ameri-
can Girls Professional Baseball 
League — how life brought 
them to the league, which 
started in 1943, and how their 
lives unfolded after the league 
ended in 1954.
The league, which was high-
lighted in the movie “A League 
of Their Own,” was intended to 
keep baseball alive and keep 
stadiums from going broke dur-
ing World War II. But it did so 
much more for the women in-
volved. The moral of the story, 
Williams said, is essentially 
that sports can create enor-
mous opportunities for people.
“People might think, ‘Eh, 
it’s only sports.’ But the whole 
point of the book is what sports 
can do for us,” Williams said. 
“The women who played in that 
league are the perfect example. 
Those women came from pov-
erty. They grew up during the 
Depression, and many came 
from small towns and farms ... 
and had worked for pennies. 
Then they were offered an op-
portunity to play professional 
baseball and make anywhere 
from $65 to $85 a week — plus 
they got $5 for food. That was 
a lot more money than most of 
their fathers made.”
They got to see new places. 
They got to feel the same kind 
of confidence that men in the 
sport had understood for de-
cades. Many of the women went 
on to become professionals, in-
cluding doctors, lawyers and 
educators, and some put their 
siblings through school, she 
said. For one Cuban teenager 
— whom Williams is writing 
about in a second book — it 
opened the door to U.S. citizen-
ship followed by a successful 
career in business.
All because of baseball.
Williams got into writing the 
book after becoming actively 
involved in the All American 
Girls Professional Baseball 
League Players Association.
“Only former players are 
members, (and the) rest of us 
are associate members,” she 
said. She attended reunions 
and got to know the play-
ers, serving as president for 
a year. She interviewed prob-
ably 30 former players as part 
of her research. Williams now 
serves as president of the In-
ternational Women’s Baseball 
Center, which is in the process 
of acquiring two buildings 
in Rockford, Illinois, home of 
the Rockford Peaches. The fa-
cilities will become a women’s 
baseball museum, an educa-
tional and training center, and 
a research center focused on all 
of girls and women’s baseball, 
internationally.
“The United States is woefully 
behind in women’s baseball,” 
Williams said. “Most other 
countries have professional 
women’s baseball. Vietnam has 
a women’s baseball team. We 
do not. International women’s 
baseball is very big. It’s very 
popular.”
Her hope is to increase op-
portunities for girls and women 
to play baseball in the United 
States. Softball is a great game, 
Williams said, but it’s truly a 
different game than baseball, 
and she thinks girls and women 
should have the opportunity to 
choose — and not just whether 
or not to play baseball with 
boys, but to play in girls and 
women’s leagues.
The IWBC is hosting a girls 
and women’s baseball tour-
nament in June in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, that will provide 
a chance for girls and women 
to come from all over and com-
pete. Teams that are already 
organized in the United States 
and teams from Canada and 
possibly Australia will be there 
as well.
The day before the tour-
nament will be a summit to 
discuss how to make girls and 
women’s baseball a nationwide 
thing.
Advocating for girls and 
women’s baseball is, however, 
just one of many causes that 
Williams has stood behind. 
She’s a busy woman, currently 
serving as chairwoman of 
Mayor Steve Williams’ LGBT 
(Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans-
gender) Advisory Committee 
and being part of Huntington’s 
Open to All campaign, to pro-
mote an inclusive environment 
in the city. In the past, she 
was appointed by then-Gov. 
Joe Manchin to chair of the 
state Women’s Commission, 
which intended to highlight 
resources and promote equal-
ity for women. She also is past 
director of Women’s Studies at 
Marshall.
As for her teaching, she was 
recently videoed to be featured 
on CSPAN’s “Lectures in Ameri-
can History.”
All that she’s been able to 
do has been because of the 
supportive environment in 
Marshall’s history department, 
Williams said.
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Kat Williams, a history professor at Marshall University, poses in her office April 1 in Huntington, W.Va. 
Williams specializes in women, history and United States sports history.
Marshall professor chronicles baseball experience in book
 “The only place in the whole 
world where I felt confident 
was at shortstop. I was good.”
-Kat Williams
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The Marshall University 
School of Music and Theatre’s 
guitar studio class will host 
its Spring recital Thursday.
The recital will feature a 
collage of solo performances 
by the guitar students of Dr. 
Júlio Ribeiro Alves.
Students will perform 
music from various compos-
ers of different nationalities 
that showcase many stylistic 
challenges.  
These include selections 
from Italian Giorgio Signo-
rine, Cuban Leo Brouwer, 
Brazilian Egberto Gismonti, 
American Andrew York and 
more.  
The concert will conclude 
with “Logan’s Lullaby,” a piece 
written by Marshall student 
James William Stamm, who 
is a guitar performance and 
composition double-major.
The recital is free and open 
to the public and begins at 
7:30 p.m. in the Jomie Jazz 
Center forum. 
Student guitar recital 
scheduled for Thursday
